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Automatic 35mm rangefinder camera with CdS electric eye

Lens:
Rokkor PF 45mm F/1.8
Construction : 6 elements in 5 groups
Angle of View : 52°
Diaphragm : Click stops at each engraved aperture
scale : /1.8, f/2.8, /4, {/5.6, 1/8, /11, f/16, /22
(on manual operation)
Filter Mount : 55mm, screw-in
Lens Shade Mount 57mm, slip-on
Shutter : SEIKO-LA fully automatic programmed shutter with manual
control,
Automatic Operation : EV 5,7 (f/1.8 at 1/15sec.) to EV 17 (/22 at 1/250 sec.)
Manual Operation : B, 1/4, 1/8, 1/15, 1/30, 1/60, 1/125, 1/250 and 1/500 sec.
In engraved click stops.
Synchro Contact : X contact (M class bulb synchronizes at 1/30 sec., electronic
flash at all speeds)
Self-Timer : About 10 seconds delay on manual control.

Film Winding:
Lever type, quick wind automatically cocks, advances film and film counter and prevents
double exposure,

Winding Method : Single full stroke or multiple short strokes.

Winding Distance : 220°

Film Counter : Automatic resetting counter shows number of frames exposed.
Film Rewinding : Rapid rewind crank

Frame Size : 36x24mm

Film : Standard 35mm film, 20 or 36 exposure magazine

. Specifications of Minolta Hi-matic 75 o

Finder :

: : — : . P
Tinted bright frame viewfinder with automatic parallax correc
Meter Needle : Needle in the viewfinder shows the proper EV number, over/

under exposure warning.

Focusing : ' |
Direct helicoid focusing coupled to super-imposed rangefinder.
Minimum Focusing Distance : 3 ft. (0.9m)

Exposure Meter : | -
Built in CLC (Contrast Light Compensator) exposure meter in the lens barrel couple

to programmed shutter, automatically compensates for filters or lens attachments.
Film Speed Range : ASA 25-800, DIN 15-30

Working Range : EV 5.7 (f/1.8 at 1/15sec.) to |
EV 17 (f/22 at 1/250 sec.) with any film., | |
1.35V, button-shape mercury battery for photographic appli-

cations.

Battery :

Other Features :

SLS (Safety Loading Signal) shows proper film load and transport.
Easy loading with specially designed multiple-slot take-up spool.

Cordless and cord flash contact.

Size: . 1 )
Height:3-1/4"(82mm) Width:5-1/2"(140mm) ,Front to back including lens:2-7/8" (47mm)

Weight : 25.4 oz. (720g)



B How to Insert the Mercury Battery S

The automatic electric eye system in the Minolta Hi-matic 7s is powered by a long-life mercury battery
with must be properly seated in the battery chamber before the camera will operate:

1) Remove the battery chamber
cover with a coin by turning
It counter-clockwise.

2) When the cover is removed,
place the battery in the cham-
ber with its plus (+) side
up, as indicated by arrow on
the inside of the cover. Then
replace the cover.

1) Be sure that the plus (+) and minus (—) 4) When the camera is not in use, be sure
sides of the battery are not reversed. to turn the power source of the battery
2) If the camera is not to be used for over “off”. This is done by moving the film.
half a month, remove the battery and speed lever to the “OFF" position.
stare it in a dry place. 5) The Minolta Hi-matic 7s uses a 1.35V,
3) Be sure not to touch the battery terminals button-shape mercury battery for photog-
with moist or unclean hands. |f stained, raphic applications. (For example, Mallory
the battery contacts can deteriorate, PX-13, PX-625, RM-625R or equivalent,)

making the battery inoperative.



MINOLTA HI-MATIC 7s

Since its introduction, the Minolta Hi-matic 7s has been hailed as the most versatile automatic
camera.

With its wide range of automatic features, your new Minolta Hi-matic 7s can make picture
taking easier, more foolproof than ever before possible, For example, the accurate electric
eye in the Minolta Hi-matic 7s is based on the patented ‘CLC" (Contrast Light Compensator)
system to provide unsurpassed exposure accuracy, even in high contrast situations.

In addition, your new Minolta Hi-matic 7s has many other outstanding features not found on
any other 3bmm camera. . . ready to make photography truly "‘as easy as pressing a button'”.
These include Minolta’s “SLS"’ (Safety Loading System) for rapid, fumble-free loading.

For special photographic techniques, such as deliberate under or over exposure, your new
Minolta Hi-matic 7s may also be used semi-automatically or manually. No other camera offers

this versatility,

Please read this manual carefully before taking pictures so that you may fully utilize the
potential of your Minolta Hi-matic 7s.

Parts Narme of MINoa Hismatie 75 ... s cvsimis i sins s i sins dinsssvaos snasyns v aomsasas ons o 2
Specifications of Minolta Hi-mMatiC 75  o..uviiiiiiiiiiirsiiie s s 4
How 10 Insert the Mercury BatIBry ........cccccioiisesmsrmmmscommsmsmermssssoammsnssnsssesssssastassssnssssssssses 8
A Quick Guide to Using Your Minoita Hi-matic 7s Automatically ..., 8
Using the SLS Film Load System  ................. e R S O R— LOL
How to Take Pictures AUtOmMAtICAIlY  co.ouiiiiieiiesrireessasrsesrraseasassasausssse s sasasaseiesataiananannes

Disengaging the AUtomatiC SYSTEM ... i s s 18
How to Use the Minolta Hi-matic 7s Semi-Automatically ... 19
How to Hold the Minolta Hi-matiC 7S ...ic.cicvoieesnnesmmersissiinmsssisssetasansarassisssssisinssnsivansesineinii 20
How to Look through the Viewfinder ..............coooevien, e e L G Pt o o o 32
O B B hIS oo oo oo A S R e S R B N N T A 83 B S A RS X R AT R A 22
8= o}d e ]| 21 o 1-1 [« AR O SRRRERRR PP e S e LU B S LT =
How to Read the Depth-of-Field Chart ...

Depth-of-Field CREIT i i i sass s ik (/s sy s g esms sy sensassass g;
How to Use the Self-Timer  ............ e S O AT A

How to Take Flash Photography  .....cccccccmeemmnimminenrsmsinene e e 29
Lo 1o LIRIoad The P oo i i e s s s s s s f s S e e R n e s g pe s a e S naie AT T
ProgrammEd ShUter  ccowssomneiiiniaiinesy S S gg
P TEEREN IBE s R SRR e e S S

Maintenance and Care of Camera ........... S ) WOl £ == 0 10 =1 1 38



M A Quick Guide to Using Your Minolta Hi-matic 7s Automatically g

9§ Insert the film magazine into the film > 43 Look through the viewfinder and focus on £ Release the shutter.
chamber, close the camera back and work Then set the A" marks of both the shutter

Set the film speed on the ASA/DIN scale.

our subject.
the film advance lever until the number speed and diaphragm rings to the “arrow” Eheck trjwe EV scale and indicator needle
AR Moo o auser R artdl while looking through the viewfinder. |f
the needle is clear of the upper or lower
red warning zones, the automatic system
can be regarded as functioning properly
8 to give you the optimum exposure.



VIR Using the 515" Film  Load Sy stem e o
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SLS S’gstem of Easy Loading
T‘he Minolta Hi-matic 7s loads in seconds with its unique SLS system.
Since the take-up spool has 4 film slots, there is no need to turn it to thread the film. In addition

the red signal in the exclusive Film Load Window provi ilm ali
_ ovides 3
e sy p constant check on fil alignment and

FILM —— ﬁ
~Film Load Windnw_;

Pull the back cover lock up about 1/8

f,r":h ”arrd the cover will automatically
pop’’ open,

& s W e

2 Place the film magazine into the film cham-

ber. |If the magazine axis does not set
properly on the rewind shaft, turn the film
rewind crank clockwise or counter-clock-
wise, until the magazine falls into the

proper position.

%
s
5
&
=

T
5

=

=

FILM — _g
1

I

Insert the film leader about 1/2 inch into
one of the slots in the take-up spool. Be
sure that a film perforation is engaged
with the tooth in the siot.

11



B2 How fo Take Pictures Automatically s mmaiin s s oS e

The Minolta Hi-matic 7s is equipped with a programmed shutter and an advanced electric Set the film d ratina by moving the | f

eye system to combine maximum accuracy with the greatest possible operating ease. tﬁe AS&A}DIP?IEESCEESEIQ thve bgﬂga'l D? tﬁze{eﬁs £
Once the Minolta Hi-matic 7s is set for automatic operation, you need only focus and ES;E_ t?—;ﬂ?;gﬁﬁfg;i&gsauTEE,:SDE:E ::]LT; Wi 000 400 - 20
press the shutter release button. Not only will the camera automatically set proper "on'.) Both ASA and DIN scales ars engraved,

aperture and shutter speed, but it will automaically provide the optimum combination of AT O I BRI

these two settings for any given light situation. With the Minolta Hi-matic 7s, even NOTE : The dots (.) denote ASA 650, 500, 320,

250, 160, 125, 80, 64, 40 and 32. The ;
experience is necessary. interval between two numbers is split into o

three segments; each with a click stop. _ 8
*ASA and DIN indicate units of film

sensitive to light.

beginners and children can take perfectly exposed pictures as no photographic skill or

14
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Engage the sprocket gear teeth with the
film perforations. Advance the film advance
lever slowly (one full stroke), while press-

iIng the film gently against the sprocket.
Then, close the back cover.

When the back cover is closed, a large
red dot appears in the film counter window.
_Nc:w, advance the film advance lever until
It stops and press the shutter release

f:rutmn. Repeat this action until the number
‘1" appears.

At the same time the number “"1" appears
in the film counter window, a red mark
will appear in the Film Load Window at
the back of the camers. This signals
that the film has been loaded and advanced
properly. (The red mark appears in the
right half of the window)

A Few Words of Caution

1)

2)

When inserting the film leader into one of
the slots of the take-up spool, be sure to
engage the third or fourth film perforation
with the tooth in the slot.

When placing the film magazine into the film
chamber be sure to engage the film perfo-
rations with the teeth of the sprocket gear
on both sides,

Be sure to load or unload the film in the
shade to prevent it from being damaged from
exposure to direct sunlight, 13
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2 Set the camera on automatic by
aligning the A" marks of both the
shutter speed and diaphragm rings
with the “arrow’’ mark on the outer
lens barrel,

CAUTION ... When setting the camera
for automatic operation :

For fully automatic exposure, be

S E i 5 .'-._,i"\- i I ..'. i i r'h"‘\-".l"k-"" ' A t

sure to align both A larks witn
et

id (N L 1 - " % _."_. =~ b= - -

the “arrow . IT either tne diapnragmn

or shutter speed rings are not

N - e o e | T ¥ . R L
al 5!'-_]’"”:"-'.-.1 precisely wil (ne arrow
the automatic mechanism ot the
A A - ey - | # -.-' = i3 ™t { [ e %
Viinolta Hi-matic 7s will not function.

Using the Viewfinder Warning Signals

When looking through the viewfinder, an EV scale and
indicator needle can be clearly seen on the right side.

If the needle is clear of the upper or lower red warning
zones, the automatic exposure system will function to give
yOU proper exposure,

If the needle remains in the top warning zone, you do not
have enough light for proper automatic exposure. At such
times, use a flash unit to provide additional light or disengage
the automatic system to keep shutter open longer than
1/156th second.

If the needle remains in the iower warning zone, you have too
much light for proper automatic exposure. At such times, use
a filter to reduce light or disengage the automatic system to
operate shutter at speeds higher than 1/250th sec.

CAUTION ... When viewing warning marks :

1) If the needle points to 5.7, the shutter speed Is set
at 1/16th sec. and there is a possibility of picture blur.

7Y The automatic system operates over a range from EV
57 (f/1.8 at 1/15th sec.) to EV 17 (f/22 at 1/250th
sec. )

proper exposure

17



‘ Disengaging the Automatic System How to Use the Minolta Hi-matic 7s Semi-Automatically (Using the Exposure Meter

18

Turn the shutter speed ring, first. Turn the diaphragm ring.

How to Use the Minolta Hi-matic 7s Manually

For unusual conditions or for special effects and techniques, you may want to operate the camera
manually selecting the shutter speed and aperture yourself.

1) Move the “A’ marks away from the "arrow”’ 2) You are now in complete command of the

b."" pre;sing the AUTO release button (on the camera (just as with any fine 35mm camera)
right su;ie of the lens) and turning the shutter and can set any shutter speed or aperture
speed ring. Then, turn the diaphragm ring. opening combination you wish.

Even after disengaging the automatic system
you can, if you wish, use it as an independent
exposure meter, When wusing the Minolta
Hi-matic /s this way, aim at your subject, ard
watch the point to which the indicator needle
moves on the EV scale. Set this EV number
in the EV window on the lens barrel.

CAUTION .. . When using the exposure meter :

1)

2)

3)

Press the AUTO release button and set any
shutter speed you wish.

Read the EV figure indicated by the needle in
the viewfinder, Then set the figure in the EV
window, by turning the diaphragm ring.

You may also set the aperture opening first and
then move the shutter speed ring to obtain the
correct EV number,

| . s - - . e el o . - r 4 - I T & -~ _ - e T ; P __" -" =‘| -::-5'
1) When being used semi-automatically, the exposure meter operates over a range from EV 5.7 to 1
Z2) When using the self-timer utilize this exposure method.
3) If you set the aperture opening first, you cannot set the shutter speed ring to an intermediate speed
between click-stop positions. 5



B How to Hold the Minolta Hi-matic 7s

A good picture depends on many factors . . . one of which is the proper holding of the camera. |f your
grip is unsteady, the movement of the camera can ruin your photograph.
It is a good idea to practice holding the camera (either horizontally or vertically).

Holding the Camera Vertically

In this position the shutter release button
may be pressed with either the thumb or
index finger. Use whichever is more
convenient for you.

Holding the Camera Horizontally

This position assures you of a better grip
with less chance of moving the camera as
you can hold it firmly with both hands.
Press your elbows tight to your body and
release the shutter gently in order to avoid
movement of the camera.

It is best to focus with the right eye for
sequence shooting in order to prevent the
film advance lever from coming Into

contact with vour face.

20 21



il How to Look through the Viewfinder i B e S

When focusing at long distance
SR e T

When viewing your subject through the
camera’s viewfinder, you can see a
“bright frame' surrounding the visual
field. The area within this frame is
what will appear on the film,

As you focus, you will actually see the bright
frame lines moving.
This provides automatic compensation for paral- R

lax and gives you a corrected field of vision. When focusing at short distance
The bright frame lines prevent you from inad-

vertently “cutting off” the head or legs of your .’i"-" R J
: ST
subject. :'
L
I
I
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= How to Focus “SESSmeriSescesasna B iRy 8§ BB Depth-of-Field A i A S R

When the lens is accurately focused, there is a certain depth considered to be in focus both in
the foreground and the background. This is called "‘depth-of-field".

| Depth-of-field becomes deeper as the aperture opening is made smaller (closing the diaphragm)
sharp 1mage. and shallower as the aperture opening is made larger (opening the diaphragm).

Consequently, it is sometimes necessary to select a proper aperture opening depending on your

subject. In this case, disengage the automatic system, operate the camera manually utilizing the
depth-of-field chart that follows.

Look through the viewfinder with your eye at the center of the eyepiece. Then, turn the focusing
lever until the double image seen, in the "“diamond’’ at center of the viewfinder, overlaps into one

__
o

| i
Out-of-Focus Proper Focus

When the subject is seen as a double image If your subject dissolves into a single image
in the “"diamond” as shown in the photo, the

in the “"diamond’’, the camera is not properly subject is in sharp focus. The distance from . |
focused. the camera to the subject is indicated on the At full aperture opening At smallest aperture opening

distance scale of the focusing ring.
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